THE patient is a woman, aged 30, who was first seen on March 3, 1916, for broken-down gummata about the lower extremities of three months' duration, and beginning below the left ligamentum patellae. In front of the left patella there was a punched-out circular ulceration, with a larger and somewhat reniform ulceration below it. On the outer side of the right knee-joint, and a little above it, a smaller circular ulcerated area of the same type was observed. Lot. nigra only was ordered. On March 7, 8 c.c. of intramine were injected into the left buttock. The 10-c.c. syringe used was that devised by Dr. Chatin, and made by Gentil, of Paris. This has an ingenious device for fixing the needle to the nozzle, and is supplied with a rubber piston worked on the Archimedean screw principle. On March 10 the patient stated she felt better, though there had been a good deal of pain for the first night after the injection. The buttock was tender and swollen. The lesions themselves were unchanged in appearance, but they were less painful, a symptom about which she had previously complained. On March 14, the patient considered the ulcerated areas were better, and she felt better in herself. Ung. acidi borici was ordered locally. On March 21 the ulcerated lesions were distinctly healing up; they were smaller and flatter. The left buttock had quite recoveted from the injection. Seven cubic centimetres of intramine were injected into the right buttock. On March 24 there was some hard swelling and some redness about the seat of the injection and beyond as a result. Healing of the lesions is still going on. March 31: Healing up well; pain from injection occurred as before. April 14: Buttocks quite recovered. The greater part of the lesions on the left leg had healed up, but there were still some ulcerated foci about. The lesion on the right side was almost completely healed up.
As there was no clinical meeting of the Section in April, the patient was put on iodide of potassium 5 gr. ad. 1 oz. t.d., p.c., and she has been taking this up to present date. There were still one or two small, superficially ulcerated foci on the lesions on the left leg.
This case shows that intramine will lead to healing of syphilitic ulcerated lesions, but compared with arseno-benzol and galyl intravenous treatment it is slower in action. There is also the question of pain with intramine. This patient was exceptionally good about it, and readily agreed to the second injection. But that would not be the case probably with nmost patients, especially those who have to earn their living by laborious work, as is usual with hospital patients. A point of some interest in this case is that four years previously she had attended the Gyneecological Department of the West London Hospital for soreness of the genitalia. On looking up the case it was found she had been under Dr. Simson, who noted she had what looked like a primary sore, which he had confirmed later by a positive blood test. She had one intravenous injection of salvarsan at the time (that is, four years ago) and no other antisyphilitic treatment since. She was no doubt " whitewashed," and she never turned up again-as occurs so frequently among out-patientsuntil she came under my care last March. The fact is that the very efficiency of salvarsan and -other similar bodies in clearing up early symptoms rapidly is a disadvantage in dealing thoroughly with syphilitic cases. It need not be added that this case will be followed up with mercury.
Addendum.-Since the patient was shown the following notes have been made. May 26: The scar of the intramine injection (plus some iodide of potassium) is not firm. It is thin and has broken down in several points with an eroded appearance. An intravenous injeotion-of 0 25 galyl was ordered and injected on May 27. June 2: Scar still eroded.
June 9: Ulcerated eroded areas are healing up, but with psoriasiform scaling. (May 18, 1916.) Case of Mycosis Fungoides in a Woman. By J. J. PRINGLE, M.B. THE patient, S. S., aged 43, is the wife of a railway platelayer. She has lived at Hatfield (Herts) for the last seventeen years, and all her previous life in Leicestershire. She is of more than average intelligence. She has had four healthy children, and subsequently one miscarriage (at the sixth month), six years ago. About the same time she observed a "brown patch" on the inner side of the right thigh, which has persisted ever since. Her attention was drawn to it by itching.
